MINUTES
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
VILLAGE OF NORTH HILLS
Village Hall
One Shelter Rock Road
North Hills, New York
June 17, 2026
7:30 pm
PRESENT: Mayor Marvin Natiss
Deputy Mayor Dennis Sgambati
Trustees Elliott Arnold, Gail Cohen and Phyllis Lentini
Marianne C. Lobaccaro, Village Administrator
Peter Cinquemani, Superintendent of Building Department
A. Thomas Levin, Village Attorney
Mayor Natiss called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.
Mayor Natiss announced that the Board’s next regular meeting date is scheduled
for July 15, 2026 at 7:30 pm.
The Mayor noted the recent passing of Planning Board member Barry Bassik, and
he and the Board members expressed appreciation for Mr. Bassik’s service to the Village.
On motion by Deputy Mayor Sgambati, seconded by Trustee Arnold and adopted
unanimously, the Board approved the May 20, 2026 meeting minutes, as revised and
presented. The approved minutes are on file in the Village office.
The Village Administrator read the Treasurer's Report for May 2026, which was
approved unanimously on motion by Trustee Cohen, seconded by Trustee Arnold.
On motion by Deputy Mayor Sgambati, seconded by Trustee Lentini and adopted
unanimously, the Board approved the general fund transfers of appropriations as listed

on the Village Administrator's June 12, 2026, memorandum, a copy of which is on file in

the Village office. On motion by Trustee Cohen, seconded by Trustee Lentini and
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adopted unanimously, the Board approved the Community Amenity Funds transfer as
listed in the same memorandum.

On motion by Deputy Mayor Sgambati, seconded by Trustee Arnold and adopted
unanimously, the Board approved payment of the claims on General Fund Warrant
06/26. A copy of the approved Warrant, is attached to these minutes.

The Board discussed the response to a Request for Proposals for audio-visual
upgrades to the Village Hall meeting room. Mr. Cinquemani reviewed the process for the
proposals, and the responses, noting a wide variation in the responses. Deputy Mayor
Sgambati reported that he had spoken with an AV company which had suggested
questions to be posed to each and items to be included in a proposal. Mr. Cinguemani
noted that all proposals were from companies with different concepts of what needed to
be done, and the Board should determine what capabilities it wishes the system to have.
The Board also discussed retaining a consultant to review the Village's needs and
prepare a new RFP. On motion by Deputy Mayor Sgambati, seconded by Trustee Cohen,

the matter was tabled to the July meeting for further discussion.

The Board reviewed a draft Request for Proposals for a shuttle service operator
and approved revisions to the draft prepared by the Village Attorney. On motion by Deputy
Mayor Sgambati, seconded by Trustee Arnold and adopted unanimously, the Board
authorized the Village Administrator to proceed with issuance of the RFP with a return
date of August 3, 2026.

The Board discussed the Village Administrator's June 5" memo regarding a

proposal for renewal of the OpenGov agreement, which proposal has been revised in
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accordance with the Village Attorney's recommendations. The renewal agreement was
approved for Mayoral signature on motion by Trustee Cohen, seconded by Trustee
Lentini and adopted unanimously.

The Board reviewed the June 12, 2026 shuttle usage report for May 2026, which
indicated continued good usage.

Mayor Natiss appointed Ray Kotcher as a member of the Planning Board, to serve
the remainder of the term of the late Barry Bassik. The appointment was approved on
motion by Mayor Natiss, seconded by Trustee Cohen and adopted unanimously.

Trustee Cohen noted that the signs for America’s 250" Anniversary are excellent,
and suggested that Town of North Hempstead Supervisor Desena be invited for a photo
event.

Dr. Neil Nichols was present to discuss two letters he had submitted that day
regarding tree removals at Whitewood at North Hills. The letters requested a response
from the Board within a short period of time. Mayor Natiss pointed out that the letters had
only been submitted earlier in the day, and that review by the Village Attorney was
necessary. After that review, the Board would need to discuss its response. Dr. Nichols
agreed to amend his letters to request a response within thirty days. Mayor Natiss advised
that Mr. Cinquemani would also be requested to do a review and submit a report to the
Board. Dr. Nichols requested an independent review by a professional arborist and
claimed that Mr. Cinquemani had a conflict of interest. Further discussion was deferred to
the July 15" agenda after the Board has an opportunity to review comments from the

Village Attorney and Mr. Cinquemani.
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Dr. Jain was present to discuss issues of maintenance along 1.U. Willets Road
West, and damage to the road which he claimed was done by Buckley School buses.
Mayor Natiss advised that the affected residents organize a committee to discuss the
issues with the Buckley School, as |.U, Willets Road West is a private road.

Andrea Somma, a resident of Bonnie Lynn Court, was present, requesting a review
by an arborist of the condition of trees along 1.U. Willets Road West which appear to be on
the properties of The Links and Buckley School. The Mayor advised that the Village would
review the situation, and he explained the relevant Village laws. The Mayor suggested
that the residents organize a committee to deal with Buckley School Ms. Somma aiso
requested that the striping of 1.U. Willets Road at the intersection with Shelter Rock Road
be restored, to delineate the outgoing lanes as previously had been the case. Chris
Frangopoulos, a resident of Bonnie Lynn Court, stated that repairs done by the Buckley
School had not been done properly. Mr. Cinguemani stated that notices had been sent
out to property owners to perform required repairs, and responses were required within
thirty days of the notices being sent. He will also inspect the area in question.

On motion by Mayor Natiss, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sgambati and adopted
unanimously, the Board convened in executive session at 8:37 pm for legal advice. The
Board took no action in executive session. On motion by Deputy Mayor Sgambati,
seconded by Trustee Lentini and adopted unanimously, the Board returned to public
session at 9:18 pm.

There being no further business, on motion by Deputy Mayor Sgambati, seconded

by Trustee Cohen, and adopted unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 9:19 pm.
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